
Step 1:  Take Down the Bee House

Take down the bee house when the bees
have stopped flying (this usually occurs in
September).

Note: Cleaning must occur when the bees
are not in the pupa stage of development!
When the bee is in the pupa stage it is
white and sticky. If you handle them during
this time you may harm the bee because
touching the cocoon may cause the bees
legs or wings get stuck to their body and
deform the bee.

Step 2:  Set-up Space / Gather
Supplies

This part can be quite dusty so set up an
area where you can easily clean up the
mud and debris that falls off during the
cleaning process. Using a flashlight helps
to be able to tell the difference between
the used and unused cocoons.

Step 3:  Remove Tubes

Remove the used bamboo tubes, as well
as the other holes (rainbow tubes in the
middle) of the house where the bees have
laid their eggs. 

Step 4:  Clean the Paper

Female solitary bees leave empty space
between their last egg cell and the outer
plug. This space is helps prevent us from
damaging cocoons. 
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Step 5: Remove and Sort the
Cocoons from the Pollen, Debris,
and Pests

The female cocoons are larger, and are laid
at the back of the tube. This ensures that
there are males to mate with when the
females emerge and in case of predators,
the males will be eaten first!

A good sign of life is seeing bee meconium
(bee poop), it means your bees are alive!

Pollen is sometimes left over if the egg
doesn't mature. This may be because the
bee didn't eat the extra pollen, or because
the pollen was too watery when it was
added to the tube. 

Pests: 

Ants - they are attracted to the sweet
pollen, the larvae and the cocoons
because they are nutritious to the ants. Can
be controlled by non-toxic methods that
stop them in their pathway to the house.
Remove them from the cocoons when you
are cleaning it. 

Earwigs - they are drawn in by leftover
pollen, and they will attack the exposed
eggs. Remove them when cleaning.
Another tip is to put moist newspaper
down to collect them, they are attracted to
moist surfaces, so you can roll up some
newspaper and put it in the house to
collect them. 



Step 5 continued...

Pollen mites - A few won't cause too much
harm, just clean them off with a sand bath
or water bath. (The sand bath is often
better as there is less of a chance for error)
 
Chalkbrood - This is a fungus that kills bee
larva when they consume it. If you notice
this in the bee home (bamboo or wooden
holes) remove them and make sure they
are sanitized to remove spores. You can
also sanitize your bee cocoons if this is an
issue. 

Step 6:  Place Cocoons in a 'Bee
Safe'

You may save the pollen if you wish, but
throw the rest away! A bee safe is not
necessary. You can use your own
container but they do prevent the bee
cocoons from drying out in the fridge . If
the cocoons dry out the bees may die.
Fridge humidity is 20% - 30%, and the ideal
for cocoons is 60% - 70%. Make sure your
container has breathing holes. Store extra
pollen in a container with a lid at room
temperature or in the fridge if you wish to
keep it.

Step 7: Evaluate What is Needed
for Next Season

Count up the numbers of cocoons you've
harvested. How did your bees do? Make
notes of what could be improved for next
year.

 

T E A M  B E E  H O U S E  S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  P R O J E C T  - R E -  G E N E R A T I O N

Step 8: Place 'Bee Safe' Container
in the Refrigerator 

Make sure there is a little moisture in the
bottom of the bee safe / container, and
check the bee safe monthly to ensure
there is still moisture - but not mold!

Step 9: Prepare for Winter

Restock the bee house with local bamboo,
and the cleaned wooden parts and store
for the winter somewhere protected from
the elements - in the garage, shed, or
basement. 

Step 10: Wait PATIENTLY for Next
Spring to Arrive!

Now you have mason bees that are in
hybernation heaven, but will be ready to
emerge in the spring to populate your bee
house agin! Luckily our winters are not too
bad so you won't have to wait very long!

Information for 'How to Clean Your Bee
Home: A step by step guide' has been
provided by Masonbeesforsale.com


